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Senate GOP has votes 


$1.5 trillion measure 


By Alan Fram, Marcy Gordon 
and Stephen Ohlemacher 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON Republicans 
used a burst of eleventh-hour horse- 
trading to edge a nearly $1.5 trillion 
tax bill to the brink of Senate pas- 


headed to floor vote 


sage Friday, as a party looking all 
year for a major legislative triumph 
took a step toward giving President 
Donald Trump one of his top priori- 
ties by Christmas. 

“We have the votes,” Senate Major- 
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
declared after leaders swayed hold- 


out senators by agreeing to increase 
tax breaks for millions of businesses 
and let people deduct local property 
taxes. 

The Senate was on track to give 
near party-line approval to the mea- 
sure by late Friday, setting up negoti- 
ations with the House for a final 
package. The measure focuses the 
bulk of its tax reductions on busi- 
nesses and higher-earning individu- 


100 years d il d 
ago, riots al y iea 
by streetcar A Ua 
operators A on! Hug 
e 
shook St. Paul OFF Christmas 
and created a Carol 
political force vases” Comedy 
LOCAL, 3A 


> CLASSIFIED, SECTION F 


_ PIONEER PRESS 


* DECEMBER 2, 2017 


to pass tax bill 


als, gives more modest breaks to oth- 
ers and would be the boldest rewrite 
of the nation’s tax system since 1986. 

Republicans touted the package as 
one that would benefit people of all 
incomes and ignite the economy. 
Even a projection of a $1 trillion, 
10-year increase in the budget deficit 
couldn’t dissuade nearly all GOP 
senators from rallying behind the 
bill. 


“Obviously Pm kind of a dinosaur 
on the fiscal issues,” said Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., the only announced 
GOP opponent, who battled to keep 
the measure from worsening the 
government’s accumulated $20 tril- 
lion in IOUs. 

The Republican-led House 
approved a similar bill last month in 
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Flynn admits lying to the FBI 
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Former Trump national security adviser Michael Flynn arrives at federal court in Washington on Friday. Flynn pleaded guilty to making false 
statements to the FBI, the first plea by any of the former Trump advisers charged so far in an investigation led by special counsel Robert Mueller. 


Ex-Trump adviser says senior White House officials knew of contacts 


By Eric Tucker and Chad Day 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Michael 
Flynn, the retired general who vig- 
orously campaigned at Donald 
Trump’s side and then served as 
his first national security adviser, 
pleaded guilty Friday to lying to 
the FBI about reaching out to the 
Russians on Trump’s behalf and 
said members of the president’s 
inner circle were intimately 
involved with — and at times 
directing — his contacts. 

His plea to a single felony count 
of false statements made him the 


first official of the Trump White 
House to be charged so far in the 
criminal investigation by special 
counsel Robert Mueller. Mueller’s 
action turns Flynn into a potential- 
ly key government cooperator as 
prosecutors examine whether the 
Trump campaign and Russia 
worked together to influence the 


2016 presidential election in 
Trump’s favor. 
Friday’s developments don’t 


resolve the paramount question of 
possible Trump-Russia coordina- 
tion in the campaign, but they do 
show that Flynn lied to the FBI 
about multiple conversations last 


Jared K.T. 
Kushner McFarland 
December with the Russian 


ambassador to the United States. 
Court papers make clear that 
senior Trump transition officials 
were fully aware of Flynn’s out- 
reach to Russian officials in the 
weeks before the inauguration. 


The officials were not named in 
court papers, but people familiar 
with the case identified two of 
them to the Associated Press as 
Jared Kushner, the president’s 
son-in-law, and former Deputy 
National Security Adviser KT 
McFarland, now up for an ambas- 
sadorship. 

That revelation moves the Russia 
investigation deeper into the 
White House. 

Flynn, the longtime soldier, stood 
quietly during his plea hearing 
except to answer brief questions 
from the judge. Flynn accepted 
responsibility for his actions in a 
written statement, though he said 
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Banned at the library, beloved on the web 


Meet Max, who's nice — and an internet star 


By S. M. Chavey 


schavey@pioneerpress.com 


The library at Macalester Col- 
lege in St. Paul didn’t want him, 
but the internet did. 

Max the Cat became an inter- 
net sensation this week after a 
sign was posted on a library 
door forbidding Max from enter- 
ing. 

“Please do not let in the cat,” 


TwinCitiesecom 


today. 


Find out what our photographers have their eye on 


the sign says. “His name is Max. 
Max is nice. His owner does not 
want Max in the Library. We do 
not want Max in the Library. 
Max wants to be in the Library. 
Please do not let Max into the 
Library.” The sign’s author and 
illustrator are now planning to 
document Max’s story in a chil- 
dren’s book. 
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Max watches 
passersby from one 
of his favorite spots 
in owner Connie 
Lipton’s St. Paul 
home on Friday. 
The cat became an 

| internet sensation 
this week after a 
sign was posted on 
a library door 
forbidding Max 
from entering. 
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Michael 
Fleming said 
he was struck 
in the head 
and kicked by 
St. Paul 


=m officers. 


$280K tab 
pending in 
St. Paul 


police case 


Man says he was 
bystander when 
assaulted during raid 


By Mara H. Gottfried 


mgottfried@pioneerpress.com 


St. Paul has reached a $280,000 
settlement with a man who said 
in a federal lawsuit that he sus- 
tained “massive facial trauma” at 
the hands of the city’s officers. 

The city council is due to vote on 
the settlement Wednesday. 

Michael Fleming was standing 
in a kitchen in a St. Paul apart- 
ment about six years ago when 
police officers burst into the unit 
with a search warrant and physi- 
caly assaulted him without 
cause, according to the recently 
filed federal lawsuit. Fleming was 
visiting the apartment at the time 
and wasn’t tied to the case that 
prompted the search, according 
to one of his attorneys. 

Fleming also claims he never 
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State lays out 
plan to curb 
opioid use 


Guidelines call for 
stricter dose limits 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota has a new proposal 
for how health care providers 
should prescribe opioids that was 
crafted to reduce dependency on 
the powerful narcotics. 

Lt. Gov. Tina Smith announced 
the new recommendations Friday 
with health care providers and 
other state leaders at Abbott 
Northwestern Hospital in Minne- 
apolis. The draft guidelines were 
created by a group of doctors and 
community leaders, and the state 
will accept public input on them 
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